
lunc 9. 20W 

Ms. Marlcne [I, Ihr tch.  Secretary 
Fcderal Corrimunications Commission 
445 I 2"' Street SW, T W - A ~ E  
Washington. I)C 20554 

Dear Ms. Ljonch: 

I write o n  hchalf of the Government Affairs Committee of the Northern Dakota County Chambers 
of Coniinerce in connection with Qwest's application lo provide long distance telephone services 
i n  Minnesota. The Committee discussed Qwesl's application at a reccnt meeting. 

'I'lie Niiil1iei.n Dakota County Clianihcrs of Coinmerce supports the principles of free and open 
compclition i i i  all industries. 'The Chamber helicvcs that a free enterprise system stimulates a 
icalthy, conipetilive business environment, which in turn promotes better communities hy 
encouraging cfficiency and lowering Ihc cos1 of products and services. 

l t i  addition, promoting competi1ir)n i n  all levels of tzlecommunications services will generate 
significant benclits by increasing corisunicr choices, stimulating investment in the state's 
inlimnation intrastructure, and providing incentives rtrr innovation and new services. 

'l'lie Coniinit~cc rcquesrs t h l  lhc Federal Communications Commission take inlo account the 
advantagcs created by incrc;iscd and open compelition as i t  considers Qwest's application. 

,- Jinczrely. 

Gregory P Wilkcn 
Chair, Covemmenl Affairs Corninittee 
Northcm Dakota County Chambcrs of ('ommercc 

cc: Karen lolhcn, Qwest Area Manayzr 
[I S Scnirlor Mark Ijayton 
U S  Senator Nom Coleman 
U S Kcpresentativc l o h n  Kline 
(1 S, Kepresentativc Hclty Mc(:ollum 
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